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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
               Application Date:  November 5, 2025 

Applicant: David Hernandez, owner 

                Property:  907 Franklin Street (913-915 Franklin: Bayou Lofts), Unit 3D, .0087 Int Common 
Land & ELE, Bayou Lofts Condo 8th Amend. The property includes a historic nine-
story mixed use masonry building situated on a corner lot.  

          Significance: Contributing Neo-Classical building, constructed circa 1911, located in the Main 
Street Market Square Historic District.  

                Proposal: Alteration – Sign, Awning/Canopy 
 **Proposed work is already complete and installed** The scope of work satisfied 

the criteria to be reviewed and approved administratively but was completed 
without prior HOP review. ** 

 The applicant proposes new signage at the corner of Travis and Franklin Streets, 
as well as five awnings to the street facing elevations of the building. Details 
include the following: 

- Sign (A): 
o 5’-10” x 3’-4”  
o 18’-4” max height of sign 
o 6” cabinet box sign is mounted directly to the building wall with non-

ferrous bolts and bracket mount. Sign face is lit by flex tubing white 
LED neon lights. 

o Face of sign is weather resistant treated lumber, flexible LED neon 
mounted routed clear acrylic. Cabinet box mounted via aluminum 
support brackets and plates that are bolted into the building.  

- Awning/Canopies (B & C): 
o Aluminum awnings mounted directly to the building wall with non-

ferrous fasteners. Canopy is fixed over the metal framing advertising 
the business logo. 

o B: Southwest Elevation (fronting Franklin Street):  
 Awning 1 = 2’-0” x 3’-0” x 13’-6” 
 Awning 2 = 2’-0” x 3’-0” x 14’-6” 
 Awning 3 = 2’-0” x 3’-0” x 14’-6” 
 18’-0” max height of awnings 
 50’-0” full width of all three awnings combined 
 70’-0” frontage 

o C: Northwest Elevation (fronting Travis Street):  
 Awning 1 = 2’-0” x 3’-0” x 13’-6” 
 Awning 2 = 2’-0” x 3’-0” x 14’-6” 
 20’-0” max height of awnings 
 33’-0” full width of both awnings combined 
 83’-0” frontage 

Recommendation: -Denial of a COA and Issuance of a COR for work completed as submitted. 

HAHC Action: - 

Draft is subject to change 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

ALTERATIONS, REHABILITATIONS, RESTORATIONS AND ADDITIONS 
Sec. 33-241: HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for the alteration, rehabilitation, restoration or addition of 
an exterior feature of (i) any landmark, (ii) protected landmark, (iii) any building, structure or object that is part of an 
archaeological site, or (iv) contributing building in a historic district upon finding that the application satisfies the following 
criteria, as applicable: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

       (1) The proposed activity must retain and preserve the historical character of the property; 
 

       (2) The proposed activity must contribute to the continued availability of the property for a contemporary 
use; 

       (3) The proposed activity must recognize the building, structure, object or site as a product of its own 
time and avoid alterations that seek to create an earlier or later appearance; 

       (4) The proposed activity must preserve the distinguishing qualities or character of the building, 
structure, object or site and its environment; 

       (5) The proposed activity must maintain or replicate distinctive stylistic exterior features or examples of 
skilled craftsmanship that characterize the building, structure, object or site; 

       (6) New materials to be used for any exterior feature excluding what is visible from public alleys must 
be visually compatible with, but not necessarily the same as, the materials being replaced in form, 
design, texture, dimension and scale; 

       (7) The proposed replacement of exterior features, if any, should be based on an accurate duplication 
of features, substantiated by available historical, physical or pictorial evidence, where that evidence 
is available, rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural elements 
from other structures; 

       (8) Proposed additions or alterations must be done in a manner that, if removed in the future, would 
leave unimpaired the essential form and integrity of the building, structure, object or site; 

       (9) The proposed design for any exterior alterations or addition must not destroy significant historical, 
architectural, archaeological or cultural material, including but not limited to siding, windows, doors 
and porch elements; 

       (10) The proposed alteration or addition must be compatible with the massing, size, scale material and 
character of the property and the context area; and 

       (11) The distance from the property line to the front and side walls, porches, and exterior features of any 
proposed addition or alteration must be compatible with the distance to the property line of similar 
elements of existing contributing structures in the context area.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVALS 
Sec. 33-241.1(c): The director is authorized to issue a certificate of appropriateness for the following activities if the director 
finds that the proposed activity will be performed in a manner that satisfies the criteria for alterations, additions, or new 
construction in this article, as applicable. If the director finds that an application for a certificate of appropriateness pursuant 
to this subsection does not satisfy the applicable criteria, or that the application does not satisfy the general intent and 
purposes of this article, the director shall refer the application to the HAHC for consideration. 

 A          NA  A - applies       NA - not applicable 

 (4) Installation of: 

            a. Burglar bars 

            b. Accessibility ramps or lifts 

            c. Low-profile skylights, shutters, solar panels, antennae, satellite dishes, or other roof equipment 
installed on the front half of the roof; and 

            d. Awnings and canopies;  

           (7) Installation of signs attached to the exterior of a building that: 

  a. Do not compromise historic exterior features on the structure; 

  b. Are 25 square feet or less in total area; and 

  c. Are installed without damage to significant historic material. 
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DISTRICT MAP 

 

907 FRANKLIN ST 
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INVENTORY PHOTO 

 
 

HISTORIC PHOTO 
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CURRENT PHOTOS 
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HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 

1907 SANBORN 

 
 

1924 SANBORN 
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SIGN A – LED LIT CORNER BOX SIGN 

PROPOSED 
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SIGN B – SOUTHWEST ELEVATION AWNINGS (FRANKLIN STREET) 

PROPOSED 
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SIGN C – NORTHWEST ELEVATION AWNINGS (TRAVIS STREET) 

PROPOSED 

 



Houston Archaeological & Historical Commission ITEM B08 
December 11, 2025 
HPO File No. 2025_0336 

907 Franklin Street 
Main Street Market Square 

 

 

12/5/2025 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 14 OF 16 

 

 



Houston Archaeological & Historical Commission ITEM B08 
December 11, 2025 
HPO File No. 2025_0336 

907 Franklin Street 
Main Street Market Square 

 

 

12/5/2025 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 15 OF 16 

 

 



Houston Archaeological & Historical Commission ITEM B08 
December 11, 2025 
HPO File No. 2025_0336 

907 Franklin Street 
Main Street Market Square 

 

 

12/5/2025 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 16 OF 16 

 

 
 


